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Abstract 

Augmented Reality (AR) is an emerging educational technology with strong potential to transform learning. This paper 

examines two related applications: integrating marker-based AR into school atlases and using AR Sandbox for disaster 

response education. For the atlas, we analyze data collection, AR type selection, tools, and layout design. For AR 

Sandbox, we explore how interactive simulations address children’s vulnerabilities in disaster education. Drawing on 

constructivism, experiential learning, and cognitive load theory, we explain AR’s effectiveness for young learners. 

Findings show that AR-enhanced atlases and Sandbox activities improve spatial reasoning, creativity, motivation, and 

disaster preparedness. We also discuss challenges to large-scale implementation, including infrastructure costs, teacher 

training, and equity concerns. Overall, AR is presented not only as a technological innovation but as a pedagogical tool 

capable of reshaping how children learn and engage with complex concepts. 

Keywords: augmented reality (AR); educational technology; experiential learning; mark-er-based AR; AR sandbox; 

school atlas 

INTRODUCTION 

The global education sector is experiencing a technological transformation. Digital tools, mobile learning, and immersive 

environments are increasingly reshaping the way students acquire knowledge. Among these technologies, Augmented 

Reality (AR) has gained considerable attention for its ability to merge digital and physical learning experiences. AR 

overlays interactive, computer-generated elements such as text, models, images, or animations onto the real world, 

providing learners with rich contextual and sensory experiences (Parisi, 2020). This technology has already been adopted 

in various fields, including medicine, engineering, and tourism, but its potential in primary and secondary education is 

especially significant.  

School atlases have long been indispensable educational resources, offering students maps, topographic information, and 

geographical insights. However, as static printed materials, their effectiveness in motivating learners is limited. By 

incorporating AR into school atlases, educators can create interactive, 3D, and multimedia rich learning experiences that 

bring geographical knowledge to life. Children can explore animated volcano eruptions, climate change visualizations, or 

3D terrain models directly from the pages of their atlas.  

At the same time, children are among the most vulnerable groups in disaster scenarios. Preparing them to respond to 

natural hazards is a growing priority in many national education systems. AR Sandbox a handson, interactive platform 

that combines a physical sandbox with real-time AR projections has been recognized as an effective tool for disaster 

education. By simulating floods, rainfall, and terrain changes, the AR Sandbox provides children with memorable 

experiences that can save lives.  

This paper examines AR’s role in enhancing children’s education by focusing on two applications: AR in school atlases 

and AR Sandbox for disaster education. It highlights the technical and pedagogical considerations of implementing AR, 

draws on relevant educational theories, and explores the opportunities and challenges of scaling these innovations. 

In today’s digital world, it is impossible for technology not to influence educational programs. Digital learning has become 

a requirement for ensuring high-quality education in schools and universities. It offers new experiences and 

unconventional approaches to learners of different ages, while enhancing their motivation to acquire new knowledge. AR 

is particularly effective for children’s education because it enhances traditional practices with contextual information, 

supplementary explanations, and interactive content. Some of the characteristics Dede (2005) uses to describe learning 

through virtual environments and augmented reality are immersion in multimedia and active learning. While Al-Ansi, 
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Jaboob et al. (2023) mention the possibilities of personalization of the learning experience and tailored made lessons 

according to individual needs and requirements. By immersing children in interactive scenarios, AR reduces cognitive 

load and increases engagement, in line with constructivist theories of learning. Learners can witness phenomena that 

cannot be experienced in the real world (Nincarean et al., 2013) or that are not visible to the naked human eye. It also 

provides opportunities for developing skills and practices that cannot be acquired in other educational settings. According 

to Johnson et al. (2010), this technology does not merely place users in experiences close to reality; the addition of 

contextual information transforms these experiences into a powerful combination for innovative knowledge acquisition. 

AR increases the engagement of the students and provides better understanding of complex concepts. For example, Topi, 

A. and Dema, A. (2025) conducted a survey among 151 teachers and students, the results of which reveal several key 

trends. Regarding comprehensive understanding, over 80% of respondents stated that AR improves students’ conceptual 

comprehension and sense-making. A similarly high proportion indicated that they would recommend other teachers and 

students to adopt this technology in the educational process. 

Children today are highly familiar with mobile technologies and from an early age successfully use tablets, laptops, and 

smartphones. The integration of digital innovations as a complement to traditional educational practices is therefore a 

natural process. Augmented reality offers an impressive, engaging, and intuitive way of presenting educational content, 

regardless of whether the subject is biology, geometry, geography, or others, and irrespective of the learner’s age. 

Examples include AR storybooks, applications for learning foreign languages, and museum AR guides. For geography 

and disaster education, AR helps children visualize hazards, practice responses, and build resilience. 

In order to achieve these objectives, the article is structured as follows. First, it outlines the theoretical and pedagogical 

foundations supporting the use of augmented reality in education. It then examines the technological process of integrating 

marker-based AR into school atlases, including data collection, software selection, content development, and classroom 

implementation, supported by an experimental study with primary school students. The paper subsequently presents the 

application of the AR Sandbox as an experiential tool for disaster education, emphasizing its methodological framework 

and practical impact. Finally, the discussion and conclusion synthesize the findings, address implementation challenges, 

and propose directions for future research and broader integration of AR technologies into cartographic and disaster 

education. 

CREATING AND ADDING AUGMENTED REALITY TECHNOLOGY TO SCHOOL ATLASES 

When introducing maps to students in geography classes, AR can significantly enhance engagement and foster immersive 

learning experiences, for example through interactive games and simulations. Logic-based games and puzzles can 

facilitate access to learning content while simultaneously encouraging collaboration among students. In addition, AR 

applications can provide structured guidance to help students more effectively interpret, analyze, and evaluate 

cartographic materials. 

Figure 1 presents the technological sequence and the series of steps that a cartographer must follow in order to design and 

integrate augmented reality into an existing printed school atlas (Yonov, 2019). Each stage of the process is examined 

separately and discussed in detail below. 

 

Figure 1. Creating and adding Augmented Reality technology to school atlas (Yonov, 2019). 
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Sources and Ways of Collecting Data  

The development of AR-enabled atlases begins with the systematic collection of accurate and diverse data sources. These 

may include topographic maps, raster imagery, geodetic field measurements, three-dimensional (3D) models, and 

multimedia materials such as photographs and videos. 

For example, satellite imagery provided by NASA and raster datasets from Google Earth enable comprehensive 

visualizations of global climate patterns and large-scale environmental processes. At the same time, national mapping 

agencies supply detailed large-scale cartographic data for regional and local contexts. Geodetic surveys contribute precise 

coordinate information necessary for constructing accurate and realistic 3D terrain models. Multimedia resources, 

including video materials, can further enhance understanding by illustrating dynamic natural processes such as river 

flooding or glacial melting (see Figure 2). 

Collectively, these heterogeneous data sources support the creation of immersive and interactive educational overlays that 

substantially extend the informational and pedagogical potential of traditional printed atlases. 

 

Figure 2. Video showing what causes tides (NOAA SciJinks, 2021). 

Choosing a Type of Augmented Reality 

AR can be implemented through several technological approaches, including recognition-based AR, location-based AR, 

projection-based AR, superimposition-based AR, and outlining AR. Each approach offers specific advantages and 

limitations depending on the intended educational context and technical infrastructure. Location-based AR, for example, 

is widely applied in navigation and geolocation applications, where digital content is triggered by geographic coordinates. 

Projection-based AR, in contrast, enables the creation of interactive environments without the need for personal screens, 

projecting digital elements directly onto physical surfaces. For printed school atlases, however, recognition-based AR 

also referred to as marker-based AR represents the most appropriate solution. This technology relies on image recognition 

to detect predefined visual markers, such as specific atlas pages, and to overlay three-dimensional (3D) models or 

multimedia content onto them. In the present project, individual atlas pages function as distinct markers (see Figure 3). 

Marker-based AR is particularly advantageous in educational settings because it is cost-effective, can operate offline after 

installation, and integrates seamlessly with printed materials. These characteristics make it highly suitable for classroom 

implementation and structured learning environments (Yonov, 2019). 
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Figure 3. Page from the school atlas on "Geography and Economics" for 8th grade used as a marker (Bandrova, 2017) 

Choosing Tools and Creating the Main Content 

The development of AR applications requires tools that vary in terms of complexity and functionality. Low-level libraries, 

such as ARToolKit, provide a high degree of flexibility but require substantial programming expertise. In contrast, high-

level development environments such as Unity, particularly when combined with extensions like Vuforia, enable the 

creation of sophisticated AR experiences with comparatively less coding effort. Graphical user interface (GUI) based 

platforms, including ZapWorks and Spark AR, offer intuitive environments that allow users without advanced 

programming skills to design AR content. 

In the context of school atlases, GUI-based tools are well suited to implementing relatively simple AR features, such as 

embedding videos or displaying basic three-dimensional models. However, for more complex functionalities such as 

advanced 3D animations, interactive simulations, or game-like scenarios low-level libraries integrated within Unity and 

Vuforia provide greater control and technical capability. In the present project, Unity and Vuforia were selected to develop 

interactive 3D models (see Figures 4 and 5) capable of simulating geographical phenomena, including tectonic plate 

movement, erosion processes, and patterns of urban development. 

 

 

Figure 4. 3D model of the planet Earth in Unity 
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Figure 5. Texture used to create the 3D model of the planet Earth 

Layout and Visualization 

The layout and visualization stage focuses on integrating AR elements into a cohesive educational product. This process 

involves making decisions about projection, scale, scene design, and rendering. The digital overlays must be precisely 

aligned with the printed atlas pages to ensure accuracy and consistency. Additional features such as animations, sound 

effects, and interactive elements can further enhance user engagement. 

The ultimate objective is to develop a mobile application capable of recognizing atlas pages as markers and triggering 

interactive AR content. Although the development process is technically complex, the potential benefits are substantial: 

students can visualize complex phenomena, interact with simulations, and experience geographical knowledge in a 

multisensory way (Savova, 2016; Yonov, 2019). Figure 6 shows a page from a geography atlas enhanced with AR 

visualization. 

 

Figure 6. Mobile application with AR on the base of school atlas. 

To examine students’ perceptions of a school atlas enhanced with augmented reality (AR), a lesson was conducted with 

30 third-grade students (aged 9–10) from the 125th School in Sofia (Yonov and Bandrova, 2021). The study aimed to 

investigate how students most effectively and efficiently acquire new information by measuring variables such as 

motivation, engagement, perception, and learning effectiveness. The specific focus was to explore the potential integration 

of augmented reality into the Bulgarian school system. 

An approach was developed to present complex and unfamiliar content from an eighth-grade atlas to third-grade students. 

The objective was to determine whether younger students could successfully comprehend advanced material with the 

support of AR technology. 
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The participants were divided into two groups of 15 students each. A short lesson was delivered using a student atlas, 

addressing the changing configuration of the continents throughout different stages of Earth’s history, the underlying 

causes of these changes, and the origins of earthquakes. Subsequently, the specially developed mobile AR application 

was used to enrich the atlas content with additional interactive information. The students were introduced to the new 

technology, provided with an explanation of how it functions, and engaged with the enhanced lesson material. 

A brief assessment was then administered, with questions adapted to the students’ age and prior knowledge. The purpose 

of the test was to evaluate newly acquired knowledge and, in particular, to examine the manner in which students learned 

the material. It also sought to determine whether instruction supported by AR technology increased interest, 

complemented traditionally delivered content, and demonstrated potential for future integration into the educational 

system. 

After completing the lesson and engaging with the AR-enhanced content, all students from both groups independently 

completed the test (Figure 7). 

The results of the experiment indicate that students benefit from information presented in an engaging and motivating 

manner that captures their attention. The findings suggest that AR technology, when combined with established teaching 

methods, provides an effective approach to enhancing learning experiences. 

From Cartographic Augmentation to Experiential Simulation 

The integration of marker-based augmented reality (AR) into school atlases illustrates how traditional cartographic 

products can evolve into interactive learning environments. While the atlas-based approach enhances visualization, spatial 

reasoning, and conceptual understanding through digital overlays, it remains fundamentally anchored in printed 

cartographic media. The AR Sandbox advances this concept further by transforming physical terrain modeling into a real-

time simulation environment. 

Both approaches share a common cartographic foundation: the visualization of spatial phenomena. However, they differ 

in pedagogical depth and mode of interaction. The AR-enhanced atlas primarily supports cognitive enrichment by adding 

supplementary layers of information, animation, and multimedia elements to otherwise static representations. In contrast, 

the AR Sandbox promotes embodied learning, enabling students to physically manipulate terrain models and immediately 

observe hydrological and geomorphological responses. 

This progression from augmented visualization to interactive simulation reflects a broader educational trajectory. AR 

technologies guide learners through successive stages of engagement: 

• from observing maps, 

• to interacting with maps, 

• to physically modeling spatial processes. 

Accordingly, the two case studies presented in this paper should not be regarded as isolated implementations, but rather 

as complementary stages in the ongoing evolution of cartographic education enhanced through augmented reality. 

 

Figure 7. The children independently completing the test (Yonov and Bandrova, 2021). 
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AR SANDBOX IN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR DISASTER RESPONSE 

This chapter explores the application of the Augmented Reality Sandbox as an interactive educational tool for disaster 

risk reduction and crisis preparedness among children. Building upon the cartographic and visualization principles 

discussed in the previous section, the AR Sandbox extends augmented learning from digital map enhancement to 

embodied simulation of natural processes. By allowing learners to physically model terrain and observe real-time 

hydrological and geomorphological dynamics, the system supports experiential learning and spatial reasoning 

development. Particular attention is given to children’s vulnerability in disaster situations and the need for age-

appropriate, participatory educational strategies. The chapter examines pedagogical approaches, modular educational 

design, and practical implementation, demonstrating how immersive technologies can strengthen both scientific 

understanding and resilience-building in primary and secondary education. 

Children: The Most Vulnerable Social Group 

Children are the most vulnerable demographic in disaster situations. According to the CDC (2024), this vulnerability is 

attributed to a greater volume of inhaled air per kilogram of body weight, a lower proportion of body fluids, and an 

increased rate of heat loss from the body, from a physiological standpoint. Their lack of independence, limited ability to 

make quick decisions, and physical and psychological constraints expose them to higher risks. Overall physical and 

mental fragility limits their capacity to respond effectively, which necessitates the adoption of alternative approaches to 

ensure their protection and survival during a crisis. The physical characteristics of a child’s body vary depending on age 

and developmental stage; however, these general features must be considered during rescue operations and in the 

provision of subsequent post-disaster care. Children may also experience fear and feelings of abandonment during and 

after disasters. In many cases, trauma resulting from such events may even lead to educational deficiencies (Amandeep 

Kaur & Tejpreet K. Kang, 2021). As such, disaster education programs must tailor their content to the cognitive and 

emotional needs of children, ensuring that they understand both the risks and the protective actions they can take.  

While in the recent past the development of disaster response plans and strategies did not give particular attention to this 

social group, there has recently been a growing trend toward studying children’s behavior during crises and applying 

these findings in rescue operations and recovery programs. An illustrative example is the Civil Protection for All 

(CP4ALL) project, which focuses on the special needs of children and disadvantaged individuals during disasters. The 

project integrates best practices from six European countries (including Bulgaria) in the search for up-to-date educational 

approaches, while also raising awareness of the need for differentiated care and the establishment of teams responsible 

for the safety of the most vulnerable social groups in the event of an incident (Dobrinkova, Terzieva, & Todorova, 2015). 

Children should not be regarded as “small” adults. In all phases of crisis management related to natural disasters, it is 

essential to address their specific physical and psychological needs. 

Approaches for Presenting Disasters to Children 

Children spend the active part of their daily lives primarily in school, where they acquire theoretical and practical 

knowledge about the world. Therefore, integrating disaster risk reduction education into school curricula represents an 

effective approach for ensuring that life-saving guidance and practices reach young audiences. Through carefully selected 

pedagogical methods, the delivery of such information can positively influence children and help cultivate appropriate 

behavior during crises, which may ultimately contribute to saving their own lives or the lives of others. 

Wisner (2006) supports the view that incorporating and promoting disaster-related education in schools is directly linked 

to the sustainable development of society. To be effective, such instruction must be built upon three essential foundations 

of learning: carefully selected pedagogical approaches that influence students’ understanding and attitudes; experiential 

learning, which actively engages them in real preparedness activities; and lessons drawn from real life, exposing them to 

authentic human experiences. According to Torani et al. (2019), for educational programs to be fully effective, target 

groups must be clearly identified. In addition, an appropriate approach is to integrate disaster preparedness education with 

the earth and climate sciences, which explain the causes and nature of natural hazards and thus achieve the most lasting 

impact on children. Good practices in such instructional settings rely on sharing and applying external experience, as well 

as employing creative pedagogical strategies. One such example is the creation of an environment in which students and 

teachers participate as partners in discussions aimed at problem solving. 

Engaging methods, such as games, can be used to simulate decision-making in safe contexts, while songs help younger 

children remember protective measures. A good example is the online “Stop Disasters!” game, part of the program of the 

United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (2025), which includes five scenarios: tsunami, earthquake, flood, 

wildfire, and cyclone and encourages children aged nine to seventeen to develop strategies aimed at saving lives. Digital 

platforms, such as the United States’ “Ready Kids” program or “Kids Web Japan,” provide interactive resources that 

make disaster awareness both engaging and accessible. Child-centered cartography further simplifies maps for children, 
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enabling them to understand evacuation routes and hazard zones. These approaches emphasize participation, creativity, 

and knowledge retention. 

In an effort to enhance disaster awareness among Bulgarian children, we developed an educational volume entitled 

Learning About Natural Disasters (see Figure 8). The book is specifically designed for primary school students (grades 1 

- 4) and aims to introduce foundational knowledge of catastrophic events of natural origin. The content addresses the 

most recurrent natural hazards in Bulgaria, namely floods, earthquakes, forest fires, extreme temperatures, storms, and 

avalanches. 

  

Figure 8. Cover and Two Pages from the Book Learning About Natural Disasters (Savova, 2018) 

In addition to definitions and explanatory descriptions, the volume incorporates informative facts and practical guidelines 

intended to foster both comprehension and preparedness. Furthermore, it includes five thematic maps that visualize the 

spatial distribution and risk zones of natural disasters within the Bulgarian territory. By combining scientific accuracy 

with age-appropriate presentation, the book seeks to contribute to the development of disaster literacy and resilience from 

an early stage of education. 

AR Sandbox and Educational Disaster Response Programs 

The Augmented Reality Sandbox (see Figure 9) was originally developed at the W.M. Keck Center for Active 

Visualization in the Earth Sciences at the University of California, Davis, as an interactive system combining a physical 

sandbox with a depth-sensing camera and real-time projection to visualize topographic surfaces and dynamic processes 

(Woods, 2016). The primary objective of the project was to develop an integrated augmented reality system operating in 

real time and capable of physically reproducing topographic terrain models. In addition, the developers sought to increase 

public interest in the preservation and protection of freshwater lake ecosystems and the earth sciences through immersive 

3D visualization techniques (AR Sandbox, 2016). By enabling users to actively manipulate physical terrain while 

observing digitally overlaid contour lines, elevation coloring, and simulated water flow, the system supports experiential 

learning in the earth sciences and related educational fields. 

 

Figure 9. The AR Sandbox system architecture 
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As a flexible educational tool, the augmented reality sandbox employs alternative methods for conveying knowledge 

about water and the Earth’s surface. Its applications focus on the visualization of key concepts from geography, geology, 

and hydrogeology, facilitating an accessible understanding of contour lines, watersheds, drainage divides, and catchment 

areas. 

The system was implemented in the Laboratory of Cartography at University of Architecture, Civil Engineering and 

Geodesy (UACEG) in 2016 (see Figure 10) and has since been used by scientists, university students, and children aged 

seven to ten to visualize relief forms, surface processes, and natural water flows. Beyond its role in fundamental 

geoscience education, the system is also suitable for disaster and crisis-related applications. By enabling the simulation 

and visualization of natural processes, the AR Sandbox can be effectively used in disaster preparedness and risk reduction 

education, supporting the simplified presentation of phenomena such as riverine and flash floods, erosion, and drought. 

 

Figure 10. AR Sandbox installed in the Laboratory of Cartography at UACEG 

Savova (2018) proposed an educational program that divides learners into age groups (preschool, primary, secondary, 

high school, and university) and delivers five interconnected modules. By combining games, theory, and practice, the AR 

Sandbox engages children and students while ensuring that learning activities remain understandable and memorable (see 

Figure 11). The educational activities conducted with the augmented reality sandbox are structured into five thematic and 

interconnected modules Introduction to Augmented Reality, Relief, Hydrology, Natural Hazards, and Disasters and 

Ecology and take place in the Laboratory of Cartography at UACEG. 

 

Figure 11. Children educational activities in the Laboratory of Cartography 

The Relief and Hydrology modules provide the conceptual foundation for the Natural Hazards module by introducing 

core principles of geomorphology and hydrology related to the causes of natural disasters. The Disasters and Ecology 

module addresses the role of human–environment interactions in intensifying natural hazards, while the Introduction to 

Augmented Reality module familiarizes upper secondary school pupils and university students with the fundamental 

principles and educational application of augmented reality within the AR Sandbox. 

Since its implementation in the Laboratory of Cartography at UACEG, the augmented reality installation has been used 

to train numerous university students and to engage more than eighty children in disaster education activities, enhancing 

their understanding of natural hazards using the AR Sandbox. These practical experiences are consistent with recent 

Proceedings, 10th International Conference on Cartography and GIS, 14-19 June 2026, Nessebar, Bulgaria 
ISSN: 1314-0604, Eds: Marinova S., Bandrova T., Konečný M.

271



research highlighting the educational and visualization potential of the AR Sandbox, emphasizing its value as an 

interactive tool for teaching spatial and geoscientific concepts and confirming its continued relevance in contemporary 

educational settings (Bärthele, 2023). 

DISCUSSION 

Both marker-based AR in school atlases and AR Sandbox demonstrate how immer-sive technologies can reshape 

children’s learning. They align with constructivist and experiential learning theories, which emphasize active participation 

and hands-on exploration. However, implementation challenges remain. Schools must invest in hardware, software, and 

teacher training, while ensuring equitable access for students in underresourced regions. Moreover, teachers need 

professional development to effectively in-tegrate AR into curricula. Evaluation methods must also be developed to 

measure AR’s impact on learning outcomes and disaster preparedness (Koumpouros, 2024). 

The two applications examined in this study: marker-based AR in school atlases and the AR Sandbox for disaster 

education demonstrate different yet complementary dimensions of augmented reality in children’s learning. 

The AR-enhanced atlas strengthens symbolic and representational understanding. By enriching printed maps with 

animated 3D models, videos, and simulations, it supports abstract reasoning and spatial cognition. Students move beyond 

passive observation toward exploratory interaction. This aligns with constructivist learning theory, where knowledge is 

actively constructed through engagement with meaningful representations. 

In contrast, the AR Sandbox introduces embodied and experiential learning. Here, students are not only observers but 

physical participants in terrain formation and water-flow simulation. The tactile manipulation of sand, combined with 

real-time digital visualization, connects cognitive processing with sensory-motor activity. This integration reduces 

abstraction barriers often encountered in geoscience and disaster education. 

Importantly, both applications demonstrate how cartography can evolve from static representation to dynamic simulation. 

The atlas application enhances interpretation of spatial data, while the Sandbox deepens understanding of spatial 

processes. Together, they illustrate a continuum: 

• Representation (traditional map) 

• Augmentation (interactive overlay) 

• Simulation (dynamic process modeling) 

• This continuum reflects a broader transformation in geospatial education. 

However, several challenges remain. Implementation requires financial investment in hardware, software, and 

maintenance. Teacher preparedness is critical; without methodological training, AR risks being reduced to technological 

novelty rather than pedagogical innovation. Furthermore, equity issues must be addressed to prevent widening the digital 

divide between well-resourced and under-resourced schools. 

Assessment frameworks also require refinement. While initial experiments indicate increased motivation and improved 

comprehension, longitudinal studies are necessary to evaluate knowledge retention, behavioral change in disaster 

preparedness, and long-term spatial skill development. 

Ultimately, the integration of AR into cartographic and disaster education represents not merely technological 

enhancement, but a paradigm shift in how spatial knowledge is taught and experienced. 

CONCLUSION 

AR represents a transformative force in education. By integrating marker-based AR into school atlases, children can 

engage with geography in ways that are interactive, motivating, and cognitively rich. The AR Sandbox, meanwhile, 

illustrates AR’s potential in preparing children for disasters by combining tactile play with digital simulations. Together, 

these applications demonstrate how AR can be both an educational and life-saving tool. Future research should focus on 

scaling these technologies, improving accessibility, and integrating AR into broader educational policies. Ultimately, AR 

has the potential to create resilient, motivated, and well-prepared learners for the challenges of the modern world. 

This study examined two complementary implementations of augmented reality in education: marker-based AR 

integrated into school atlases and the AR Sandbox applied in disaster preparedness programs. Although technologically 

distinct, both approaches share a common objective enhancing children’s understanding of spatial phenomena through 

interactive and experiential engagement. 

Proceedings, 10th International Conference on Cartography and GIS, 14-19 June 2026, Nessebar, Bulgaria 
ISSN: 1314-0604, Eds: Marinova S., Bandrova T., Konečný M.

272



The AR-enhanced atlas demonstrates how traditional cartographic products can be transformed into multimodal learning 

platforms. By combining printed maps with digital overlays, animations, and 3D models, the atlas supports spatial 

reasoning, conceptual clarity, and learner motivation. It preserves the pedagogical value of cartographic literacy while 

extending its interpretative capacity. 

The AR Sandbox, on the other hand, represents a further step toward immersive simulation. By enabling physical 

interaction with dynamically visualized terrain and hydrological processes, it fosters experiential learning and deeper 

comprehension of natural hazards. In the context of disaster education, this approach is particularly significant, as it 

connects scientific understanding with practical preparedness and resilience-building. 

Together, these applications illustrate a coherent educational framework in which augmented reality: 

• Enhances representation (AR atlas) 

• Enables simulation (AR Sandbox) 

• Strengthens resilience (disaster education) 

Beyond technological innovation, AR emerges as a pedagogical bridge between cartography, geoscience, and risk 

education. It supports constructivist and experiential learning models, reduces cognitive barriers in understanding 

complex spatial systems, and promotes active learner participation. 

Future research should focus on: 

• Developing standardized methodologies for AR integration into curricula 

• Conducting longitudinal impact assessments 

• Exploring scalable and cost-effective implementation models 

• Ensuring equitable access across educational systems 

If strategically implemented, augmented reality has the potential not only to modernize geography education but also to 

cultivate a generation of spatially literate, technologically competent, and disaster-aware citizens. 
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